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Before We Really Start:  What Do You Do? 
Or why I don’t tell people I’m a vet 

I'm the culmination of medical and business systems analyst with a 
wide-ranging background in information technology & process. 



Highlights to Cover… 

• Background 

• Responsibilities 

• Resources 

• Santa Cruz Rabies 

• Disease Surveillance 

• Preparedness and Response 

• Other Public Health Activities 



TITLE LIX. Stock Laws. 
 

CHAPTER THREE. 
STOCK AND SANITARY LAW.  
[APPROVED MARCH 10, 1887.] 
 
2798. (SEC. 2.) The governor shall nominate, and by and with the advice and consent of the legislative council, appoint a skilled veterinary surgeon for the 
territory, who at the date of such appointment, shall be a graduate in good standing of a recognized college of veterinary surgery, and who shall hold his office 

for the term of two years, unless sooner removed by the commission; provided, that the salary of said veterinary surgeon 
shall, on no account, exceed the sum of two thousand dollars per annum, and fifteen 
(15) cents per mile for each mile necessarily traveled in the discharge of his duties, and the territorial auditor is hereby authorized to 

draw his warrant on the territorial treasurer for the said amounts, properly verified, to be paid out of the live stock sanitary fund hereinafter provided for. 

Before entering upon the duties of his office, the territorial veterinarian shall take and subscribe an oath to 
faithfully perform the duties of his said office, and shall execute a bond to the territory 
of Arizona in the sum of three thousand ($3,000) dollars, with good and sufficient sureties, conditioned for the 

faithful performance of the duties of his office, which bond and sureties thereto shall be approved by the governor, and said bond, together with his oath of 
office, shall be deposited in the office of the secretary of the territory. 

Territory Of Arizona 



http://www.in2013dollars.com/ 



Statutory Obligations 



The Law 

“Life, liberty and property do not exist because men have made 
laws. On the contrary, it is the fact that life, liberty and property 
existed beforehand that caused men to make laws in the first 
place.” 

“See if the law takes from some persons 
what belongs to them, and gives it to 
other persons to whom it does not belong. 
See if the law benefits one citizen at the 
expense of another by doing what the 
citizen himself cannot do without 
committing a crime.” 



Statutory Responsibilities - SVO 

• Disease Control 

• Animal & Public Health Concerns 

• Slaughter Inspection 

• Govt Operated Animal Shelters 



SERRP - ADA 

•ESF#2 - Communications Annex 
•ESF#5 - Emergency Management Annex 

•ESF#6 - Mass Care, Housing and Human 
Services Annex: Sheltering Appendix 
•ESF#6 - Mass Care, Housing and Human 
Services Annex: Sheltering Appendix - Animal 
Protection - Attachment B  
•ESF#7 - Resource Support Annex  

•ESF#8 - Health and Medical Services Annex  
•ESF#8 - Health and Medical Services Annes: 
Public Health Appendix  
•ESF#10 - Oil and Hazardous Material Response Annex  

•ESF#11 - Agriculture and Natural Resources Annex 
• ESF #11 – Foreign Animal Disease Appendix 

•ESF#12 - Energy Annex  
•ESF#14 - Recovery and Mitigation Annex  

•BIO#1 - Biological Incident Annex: Influenza 
Pandemic Incident Appendix  
•DRI#1 - Drought Incident Annex  
•NRI#1 - Nuclear/Radiological Incident Annex: Palo 
Verde Nuclear Generating Station Appendix  



Statutory Obligations – Livestock Services 

Livestock Dominion/Inspection 

• ARS 3-1336(A) … inspected by a livestock officer or 
inspector for health, brands and marks before they are 
slaughtered, sold, purchased, driven, transported, shipped 
or conveyed… 

• ARS 3-1332(D) …shall arrange for the inspection of the 
livestock and inspect such livestock within forty-eight hours 

• Stray, Theft, Ownership Dispute 

• Welfare 

• ARS 3-1721 Equine in Poor Physical Condition 

• ARS 13-2910 Animal Cruelty 



ADA – SVO Today 



Meat & Poultry Inspection 

•Animal Health Food Inspection Program Manager (1) 

•Public Health Sanitarian Supervisor I (1) 

•Public Health Sanitarian II (10) 

Staffing 

“Equal to or Better” 



Position/Person Age 
Yrs To 

Retirement Position/Person Age 
Yrs To 

Retirement 

VACANT DLI     OFC STAFF 60 now 

DLI 77 Now OFC STAFF 64 1 yr (65) 

DLI 70 Now OFC STAFF 64 1  yr (65) 

DLI 62 5 yrs (3yrs) OFC STAFF 57 1 yr 

DLI 63 6.5 yrs (2yrs) OFC STAFF 33 20.5 yrs 

DLI 56 10.5 yrs OFC STAFF 31 22.5 yrs 

DLI 51 12 yrs VACANT ASV     

DLI 49 12.5 yrs SV 51 14.5 yrs 

DLI 44 15.5 yrs 

DLI 43 16.5 yrs MPI 71 Now 

DLI 39 17 yrs. MPI 67 Now 

MPI 64 Now 

RETIRED LSI     MPI 62 3 yrs 

LSI 58 Now MPI 55 4 yrs 

LSI 47 4 yrs MPI 59 5 yrs 

LSI 51 10.5 yrs MPI 57 5.5 yrs 

LSI 33 17.5 yrs MPI 59 6 yrs 

MPI 52 8 yrs 

LSO 67 Now MPI 40 20 yrs 

LSO 65 Now 

LSO 65 Now 

LSO 63 Now 

LSO 53 4 yrs 

LSO* 48 13 yrs 

LSO 42 16.5 yrs 

Staffing Profile 



USDA NASS DATA 2013 

 175,000 - beef cows on the ranges of AZ 

 22,000 - replacement heifers 

 190,000 - dairy cows 

 73,000 - replacement dairy heifers 

 272,000 -  cattle in feedlots 

140,000 - sheep and lambs 

27,000 - Angora goats 

3,000 - dairy goats 

25,000 - meat goats 

170,000 - total hogs (2012) 

Equine Numbers are little harder to come by. There's a 2005 national study that was done by Deloitte 
Consulting. And the U of A published one in late 2001. Their numbers put total horses between 167,000 to 
199,000 involving 48,000 to 64,000 households with an estimated in the $1.3B (as in billion) range. 

Number of Farms: 15,500 AVG Size: 1,684 acres Total Land in Farms: 26,100,000 acres 



Vehicles 
Mileage Notes 

154,855 

199,057 

111,741 

192,363 

16,321 

Replacement 

206,184 

151,745 

134,975 

158,776 

126,201 

124,706 

158,150 

91,406 

30,061 

Replacement 



Staffing & Capacity Changes 

• SVO Additions 

• Chris McCarthy, DVM - Asst St Vet (Disease Surveillance) 

• Sue Gale, DVM - Asst St Vet (Public Health) 

• Cyndi Hilgen, CVT – St Vet Admin Asst 

• New Foreign Animal Disease Diagnosticians 

• Anne Justice-Allen, DVM - AGFD 

• Chris McCarthy, DVM - ADA 

• USDA APHIS VS – “Elvis has left the building” 

 



Rabies – Santa Cruz County 



Santa Cruz Rabies Quarantine Livestock Plan 

Subtasks 

• Study #79: Contact SCC Animal Control and Board of Supervisors 

• Study #80: Develop Public Service Announcements (educational materials) 

• Study #81: Define Livestock Exposure Risks 

• Study #89: Donnie & Cyndi Geo-Locating Interpretation Training 

• Study #82: Considerations for Livestock Working Dogs 

• Study #83: Considerations for Barn Cats 

• Study #84: Outreach Efforts 

• Study #87: Santa Cruz County Licensed Vets 

• Study #88: Sift AZVMEB List 

• Study #85: Rabies Quarantine Responder List 

• Study #86: Considerations for Livestock Movement Control 



The Players 



Geo-Spatial Analysis 



Geo-Spatial Analysis – Close Up 



Education & Outreach 



Staffing & Capacity Changes 

• SVO Additions 

• Chris McCarthy, DVM - Asst St Vet (Disease Surveillance) 

• Sue Gale, DVM - Asst St Vet (Public Health) 

• Cyndi Hilgen, CVT – St Vet Admin Asst 

• New Foreign Animal Disease Diagnosticians 

• Anne Justice-Allen, DVM - AGFD 

• Chris McCarthy, DVM - ADA 

• USDA APHIS VS – “Elvis has left the building” 

 



Surveillance 
NPIP (as an example) 

• Preparedness 

• 9 CFR 56 - Control of H5/H7 Low Pathogenic Avian Influenza 

• 56.10   Initial State Response and Containment Plan (ISRCP) 

• Certification Programs 

• Volunteer Contacts 
"Backyard Brigade“ 

• some individuals have 
identified themselves 
as willing to participate 
in creating an AZ 
program 



Preparedness and Public Health Vet 

The agency has a major role in protecting both Arizona citizens and our 
agricultural industry from the potential effects of a release of 
radioactive materials from the Palo Verde Nuclear Generating 
Station (PVNGS)… 

• (Re-)build emergency preparedness and response capacity. 

• Develop training materials, plans, and programs. 

• Develop/grow partners/partnerships with stakeholders. 

• Build community response capabilities 

• Review, update, and organize department plans and capabilities for 
disaster and emergency response. 

• Coordinate and participate in drills and training related to PVNGS; 
agro-terrorism, training, and education related to Incident 
Command System and National Incident Management System. 

• Coordinate agency public health efforts as they relate to both our 
citizens and agricultural commodities which are consumed by them. 

• Address specific animal health concerns as a result of an incident in 
order to minimize the effect on both the animals and the public 
which consumes animal origin food products, and food and fiber as 
well. 



SART/CART 





SVO 
• Reporting (AAC R3-2-402 – Mandatory Reporting) 
• Rabies Vax (ARS 11-1002 & AAC R3-2-409) 
• Livestock Quarantine (AAC R3-2-408) 

 
DHS-PHL / U of A-VDL 

• Lab Services 
• Risk Assessment 
• Public Information 

 
Board of Supervisors 
 - County Health/Law Enforcement 

• Animal Control 
• Risk Assessment – Local Epi’s 

Public Health Infrastructure 



SVO 
• Reporting (AAC R3-2-402 – Mandatory Reporting) 
• Rabies Vax (ARS 11-1002 & AAC R3-2-409) 
• Livestock Quarantine (AAC R3-2-408) 

Public Health Infrastructure – Social Media 



Topicals in Public Health 
 

 RMSF 
 Rabies – Santa Cruz County 
 Q Fever 
 WNV 
 Plague 
 Food-Borne 

EquineInvestigationForm-ADA.pdf




Tickborne Diseases of the U.S. 
•Anaplasmosis 
•Babesiosis 
•Borrelia miyamotoi 
•Colorado tick fever 
•Ehrlichiosis 
•Heartland virus infection 
•Lyme 
•Powassan disease 
•Rickettsia parkeri rickettsiosis 
•Rocky Mountain spotted fever (RMSF) 
•STARI (Southern tick-associated rash illness) 
•Tickborne relapsing fever (TBRF) 
•Tularemia 
•364D rickettsiosis 

Symptoms of Tickborne Illness 
 
Fever/chills: With all tickborne 
diseases, patients can experience fever 
at varying degrees and time of onset. 
 
Aches and pains: Tickborne disease 
symptoms include headache, fatigue, 
and muscle aches. With Lyme disease 
you may also experience joint pain. The 
severity and time of onset of these 
symptoms can depend on the disease 
and the patient's personal tolerance 
level. 
 
Rash 



Map of cases of Salmonella illness associated with small turtles 

http://www.cdc.gov/salmonella/small-turtles-03-
12/map.html 
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“Life isn’t fair. But it presents you with opportunities… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                   …You decide what to do with them.” 
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